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Abstract. Single Conjugated Adaptive Optics is a proven technique used in order to correct the effect of atmospheric turbulence and telescope vibrations. The corrected field of view (FoV) is however limited by the anisoplanatism effect. Many concepts of Wide Field AO (WFAO) systems are under study, especially for the design of
Extremely Large Telescopes (ELTs) instruments. Multi-Object Adaptive Optics (MOAO) is one of these WFAO
concepts that is particularly suited for high redshifts galaxies observations in very wide FoV. The E-ELT instrument EAGLE will use this approach. CANARY, the on-sky pathfinder for MOAO, obtained the first compensated
images on Natural Guide Stars (NGSs) at the William Herschel Telescope in September 2010. The control and
performance optimization of such complex system are a key issue. Linear Quadratic Gaussian (LQG) control is
an appealing strategy that provides optimal control for an explicit minimum variance performance criterion. It
also provides a unified formalism that allows accounting for specific multi WF Sensing (WFS) channels, both
for Laser Guide Stars (LGSs) and NGSs, and for various disturbance sources (turbulence, vibrations). Furthermore, preliminary simulation results suggest that performance can be significantly improved with tomographic
LQG control compared to MMSE static reconstruction. Our objective is to obtain a first on-sky demonstration of
tomographic LQG control during CANARY Phase B, featuring LGS and NGS WFSs. We show how the specific
MOAO CANARY configuration can be embedded in a state-space framework and we present how this control law
can be implemented onto the Real-Time Computer (RTC). The state-space model includes: stochastic autoregressive models of order 2 for the turbulent phase in each layer and for vibrations affecting the telescope; LGS and
NGS measurement equations; DM model and delays in the loop. Model identification and off-line calculations
necessary for a robust on-sky operation are discussed.

1 Introduction

Adaptive Optics (AO) [15] is a technique that compensates in real-time the wavefront (WF) of the light
coming from a so-called guide star. The WF is distorted after propagation through the atmosphere.
The success of AO is such that the next generation of telescopes, as the European Extremely Large
Telescope (E-ELT), cannot be conceived without it. Many concepts of new AO systems working on a
wide field of view (WFAO) are required in order to carry out the future astrophysical programs such
as ground layer AO (GLAO) [11] or multi-conjugate AO (MCAO) [8]. The so-called multi-object
AO (MOAO) technique was introduced for the first time by [7], for analysing the morphology of highredshifts galaxies. The E-ELT instrument EAGLE [5] will use this technique. CANARY [12] is the onsky pathfinder for MOAO. It obtained the first compensated images on Natural Guide Stars (NGSs) at
the 4.2 m William Herschel Telescope, Canary Islands, in September 2010 [6]. In this paper we present
our strategy for the on-sky validation of optimal control in MOAO. Firstly (Sect. 2), we present the
dynamical model used for describing the disturbance of the WF and the performance obtained with the
CANARY pathfinder using a Linear Quadratic Gaussian (LQG) control. Secondly (Sect. 3) we present
the implementation of this control law on the CANARY system.
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2 Model building and LQG performance
2.1 Model building

In order to solve the optimal control problem, it is necessary to model the evolution of the perturbation
vib
phase in time, both for turbulence ϕtur
k and vibrations φk . Throughout this paper, we will distinguish
the phase in the volume denoted by ϕ and the resulting phase in a direction of interest denoted by φ.
For the turbulence we can therefore write:
obj tur
φtur
k , M ϕk

(1)

where M obj is the operator that extracts and sums the phase’s footprints in the direction of the object of
interest. A widely used class of models to describe the phase’s distortion is the class of vector-valued
autoregressive (AR) processes. The phases are here decomposed on a Zernike basis [17]. In the context
of CANARY, first studies (see Sect. 2.2) show that an AR model of order 2 (AR2) for the turbulent
phase on each layer leads to good performance. The turbulent phase, evolving in layer ℓ can therefore
be written as:
tur,ℓ tur,ℓ
tur,ℓ
tur,ℓ
ϕtur,ℓ
+ Atur,ℓ
(2)
2 ϕk−1 + vk
k+1 = A1 ϕk
is a Gaussian white noise with covariance matrix Σvtur,ℓ . Turbulence layers are assumed to
where vtur,ℓ
k
be independent from each others, so that the turbulent phase in the volume is just the concatenation of
the phase in each layer, leading to
tur
tur tur
tur tur
ϕtur
k+1 = A1 ϕk + A2 ϕk−1 + vk

(3)

tur,ℓ
tur
where Atur
and Atur,ℓ
respectively. The vibrations
1 and A2 are bloc diagonal matrices formed with A1
2
affecting the system can also be modelled by an AR2 [10]. For a given vibration i, we obtain:
vib,i
vib,i
φk+1
= A1vib,i φkvib,i + A2vib,i φk−1
+ vkvib,i

(4)

The global resulting phase can be written as:
vib
tur
φk = φtur
k + φk = φk +

nv
X

φkvib,i

(5)

i=1

Vibrations affect in practice mainly the tip/tilt components of the phase. The CANARY bench will use
during phase B Laser Guide Stars (LGSs) and Natural Guide Stars (NGSs) for tomographic reconstruction, leading to measurement equations:
ngs,i

yk

ngs,i

vib
= Dngs,i (M ngs,i ϕtur
k−1 + φk−1 ) + wk
lgs,i

yk

lgs,i

= Dlgs,i M lgs,i ϕtur
k−1 + wk

(6)
(7)

The matrix M ngs,i resp. M lgs,i extracts and sums the phase’s footprints in the directions of measurement
corresponding to the NGS’s resp. LGS’s angular positions (cylindrical resp. conical projectors), and
Dngs resp. Dlgs is the WF sensor (WFS) matrices for natural resp. laser guide stars. Measurement
noises {wngs } and {wlgs } are supposed to be white Gaussian noises independent of {vtur } and {vvib }, with
covariance matrices Σwngs and Σwlgs respectively. As mean slopes are removed from LGS measurements,
vibrations do not affect ylgs . Mean slopes removal is here incorporated in Dlgs . If we denote by Dlgs
lgs
the WFS matrix without mean slopes removal and by ylgs and wk the corresponding measurement
k
equation and noise at the time step k, we have
lgs,i

ylgs,i = Dlgs,i M ngs,i ϕtur
k−1 + wk
k

(8)
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lgs,i

Hence, yk

is linked to ylgs,i through:
k

lgs,i

yk
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where 1 is a squared matrix full of 1. Consequently, if wk
lgs,i
mean slopes removal, its variance is related Σw through:
lgs,i

Σw

lgs,i

lgs,i

(9)

denotes the measurement noise before

lgs,i

lgs,iT

, Var(wk ) = Prem Var(wk )Prem

(10)

Simple rearrangements show that all the models presented above can be written in standard statespace form as:


x = Axk + Γvk


 k+1
y
= Cxk + wk
(11)


 k

φk = Cφ xk

The disturbance in the direction of interest φk is obtained as an output of the state model. The state
vector in this case can be simply chosen as the concatenation of turbulence and vibration phases:
 vib,1 
 xk 
 vib,2 
!
!
!
tur
tur
 xk 
xk
φkvib,i
ϕk
vib,i
tur
vib


xk , vib , xk , tur , xk ,  .  , xk , vib,i
(12)
ϕk−1
xk
 .. 
φk−1
 vib,nv 
xk

All the matrices present in this system can be deduced from Eq. (2) to (12).
cor
The control objective is to minimize the averaged residual phase variance φres
k , φk − φk where
cor
φk = Nuk−1 , uk−1 is the control vector at time k − 1 and N is the influence matrix. The influence
matrix N is the operator that connects voltages u to Zernike modes as shown in [14] for an MCAO
configuration. This leads to the following performance criterion:
J(u) = lim

K→+∞

K
1 X
||φk+1 − Nuk ||2
K k=1

(13)

which optimal solution is known to be given by the Linear Quadratic Gaussian (LQG) control:

where

u∗k = Pub
φk+1|k

(14)

b
φk+1|k , E[φk+1 |yk , . . . , y0 ]

(15)

is the conditional expectation of φk+1 knowing all the measurements yk , . . . , y0 and Pu is the projector
defined as the Moore-Penrose pseudo-inverse of N [13]. In other words, the optimal control corresponds to project onto the DM space the optimal prediction b
φk+1|k , which is computed recursively as
the output of the Kalman filter based on Eq. (11). We remind that CANARY is an open loop control
bench, apart from a steering mirror for the LGS stabilization working in closed loop.
Since we have expressed our control solution, based on explicit dynamical models, we are now
able to estimate the performance on CANARY.
2.2 LQG MOAO performance

We present in this section the performance results using a LQG control law on the CANARY system.
Different hypothesis are tested for these simulations. The parameters used for these simulations are the
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following. We have a 4.2m telescope, 3 layers of turbulence with a corresponding relative Cn2 profile
given by [0.5, 0.17, 0.33]. The layers are located at [0, 2000, 4000] meters with respective wind speeds
of [7.5, 12.5, 15] m/s. We have deliberately excluded the high altitude layers that are not seen by the
Rayleigh LGS. The turbulence is simulated according to the Von Kármán law and the translation of
the phase screens are done using the frozen flow hypothesis. We assume also that we do not have
vibrations affecting the system. The guide stars are a square constellation of radius 30 arcsec. They
represent the LGS configuration but we do not account for Tip Tilt indetermination and cone effect
specificities. We use a single DM conjugated to the pupil that provides the on-axis correction.
Concerning the LQG dynamical models, they are constructed assuming a well calibrated system,
meaning that we know the values of the guide star angular positions, the seeing and turbulence profile,
the DM influence matrix [16]. We recall that the temporal prior is a modal AR2 model that is based
on assumptions on the wind profile, in modulus. We test hereafter the robustness in performance with
respect to wind speed uncertainties.

Fig. 1. On-axis Strehl ratio in H band (1.65µm), obtained for different control laws, as a function of the wavefront
sensing noise level.

We see in Fig. 1 that the LQG performance is higher than with a classical control based on static
minimum mean square error (MMSE) reconstruction. We see also that LQG control is more robust to
high WFS noise level. At the nominal CANARY LGS measurement noise variance, that is 0.28 rad2 ,
Strehl ratio is 5% higher in H-band. The gain is even more important when the measurement noise
level increases.
Since it is very difficult to have a good knowledge on the wind speed profile, we have studied the
impact of wind profile uncertainties. In this robustness study, we always keep the same true profile to
generate turbulence while exploring various wind priors used in the LQG control. The performance
obtained with wind speeds in all layers set to the average wind speed value, that is 11.2 m/s, is displayed in Fig. 1. Performance is hardly affected. We have also performed simulations with more drastic
uncertainties on the wind speed values: factor 10 weaker, or stronger, than mean wind speed, and also
values 40% larger, or smaller, than the true wind profile. The results are summarized in the table 1.
We clearly see that an overestimation of the wind speed is more penalizing that an underestimation. Besides, 40% errors lead to only a few percent of loss in performance. Of course eventually
performance collapses with a severe, and non realistic, overestimation of the speed, set here to 112
m/s.
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Table 1. Performance obtained using a LQG controller with different wind speed profile priors (indicated in
the table in m/s) for the control model. The true wind profile used to generate the turbulence is in all cases
[7.5, 12.5, 15] m/s.
Control with:

Wind speed value on layer 1

on layer 2

on layer 3

Strehl ratio in H-band

True profile

7.5

12.5

15

0.68

Mean speed

11.2

11.2

11.2

0.68

Mean speed ÷ 10
Mean speed × 10

1.12
112

1.12
112

1.12
112

0.66
0.09

True profile − 40%
True profile + 40%

4.5
10.5

7
17

9
21

0.70
0.66

In conclusion LQG control, thanks to spatial and temporal priors, improves MOAO performance,
compared to a static MMSE control. Gains are even higher in low WFS signal to noise ratio conditions.
Besides, LQG exhibits a good robustness to wind speed profile uncertainties. Wind speed could for
instance be set in all layers to an approximate mean value obtained by standard data reduction applied
on WFS time series. These results are quite promising for on-sky operation.

3 LQG control implementation in CANARY
Real-time implementation of the Kalman filter reduces to the so-called update and prediction equations:
(
b
xk|k = b
xk|k−1 + H∞ (yk − Cb
xk|k−1 )
(16)
b
xk+1|k = Ab
xk|k
The Kalman gain is computed off-line as:

H∞ , Σ∞C T (CΣ∞C T + Σw )−1

(17)

where Σ∞ is the solution of the discrete Algebraic Riccati equation:
Σ∞ = AΣ∞ AT + ΓΣv Γ T − AΣ∞C T (CΣ∞C T + Σw )−1CΣ∞ AT

(18)

Equation (16) can be replaced by the single recursive equation.
b
xk+1|k = (A − L∞C)b
xk|k−1 + L∞ yk

(19)

where L∞ , AH∞ .
The CANARY Real-Time Computer (RTC) developed by the University of Durham (see [1]) and,
a generic observer structure, is implemented [14] under the form:
(
zk+1 = M1 zk + M2 yk + M2 M3 uk−2
(20)
uk = M4 zk+1
where zk is the controller state. The Kalman filter (19) is obtained with:


M2 = L∞





M1 = (
A − M2C



DN if closed loop


M3 =



0
if open loop



M = P C
4

u

φ

(21)
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So that zk+1 = b
xk+1|k .

For CANARY, the typical size of x, y and u are respectively 2(410 + 20) = 860, 8 × 72 = 576
and 52 + 4 = 56, from which one can deduce the matrix sizes. The advantage of the general formulation given above, with full size matrix vector multiply, is the flexibility. Of course when moving to
more complex systems for VLTs, or even ELTs, both off-line and on-line calculations may become an
issue. However various approaches have been recently proposed to overcome this problem by taking
advantage of the particular structure of the operations (linear shift invariance, sparsity...) [4], [9].

4 Conclusion and perspectives
We have shown how the specific MOAO CANARY configuration can be embedded in a state-space
framework and have presented how this control law can be implemented onto the RTC. The state-space
model includes: stochastic autoregressive models of order 2 for the turbulent phase in each layer and
for vibrations affecting the telescope; LGS and NGS measurement equations; DM model and delays
in the loop.
We have demonstrated through numerical simulations the gain in performance brought by LQG
control compared to more a standard static MMSE approach. Improvements are higher in low WFS
signal to noise ratio conditions. As demonstrated in [3] these advantages are brought by the use of
explicit models conjugating spatial and temporal priors. Reference [3] also shows that LQG should
bring even larger gains for ELTs. LQG is also shown to exhibit a good robustness to wind speed
profile uncertainties, which is important for on-sky operation.
LQG control is now available and tested on the DARC RTC platform [2], laboratory tests have
begun at Meudon observatory and on-sky tests are planned in summer 2012 at the William Herschel
Telescope.
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